VISA INFORMATION: STUDYING IN THE UK (England, Scotland, and Wales)

US citizens need a visa in order to study in Britain. You will need to apply for one of two kinds of UK visas: either a Student Visitor Visa or a Tier 4 General Student Visa.   
Student Visitor Visa 

 Student Visitor Visas are issued upon arrival in the UK, and allow students to study for a maximum of six months.  The visa is stamped into the passport and there is no fee.  These restrictions apply for students who get a Student Visitor Visa. 

1) Students cannot participate in any employment, paid or unpaid. 

2) Students cannot participate in an internship or volunteer placement during their stay. 

3) Applying for extensions while studying in the UK will not be possible. If a student is undecided about studying for an entire academic year, he/she should apply for the Tier 4 General Student Visa. 


PLEASE NOTE: Most students who study in the U.K. during the fall semester can get a Student Visitor Visa.   
How do you obtain a Student Visitor Visa?

If you are a US citizen, simply ask for it when you arrive at Heathrow Airport, or another UK point of entry.   The visa is issued free of charge and will be stamped into your passport.  Apart from your passport, you need 1) a University letter confirming an offer on a course, 2) proof of a round-trip ticket (a one–way ticket isn’t enough), and 3) evidence that you have enough money to finance your stay in the UK. You need to show that you have £800 per month for study in London (i.e. if you are planning to be in London for 4 months, you must show that you have £3200) or £600 pounds per month for study outside London.  You can use a personal bank statement, a letter from your bank, a letter from Financial Aid, and/or a bank statement from your parent/guardian.  If you use a bank statement from a parent/guardian, it is best to include a short letter written by your parent/guardian confirming financial support for your stay in the UK. Be sure to have the Student Visitor Visa stamped into your passport.  

Can you travel in and out of the UK with a Student Visitor Visa?

Yes.  Officially any type of visitor visa is single entry, so when you leave the country and return during the course of the semester you need to request the student visitor stamp again when you come back.  Therefore, you need to take the same documentation (your passport, the letter from the UK university, proof of round trip ticket and financial evidence) whenever you leave the country, and show it when you return to the UK. 


Tier 4 General Student Visa/Prior Entry Clearance

 
The following information is drawn from the website of the United Kingdom Border Agency (UKBA): http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/  for application for a Tier 4 General Student Visa.


There is also some useful advice on the website of the UK Council for International Student Affairs: http://www.ukcisa.org.uk/student/infosheets/applying_home_country.php

You must apply for a General Student Visa if you are participating on an internship, you intend to work or volunteer while studying abroad, or you are studying in the UK for more than six months.  The UK Border Agency sometimes refers to Tier 4 (General) Students as ‘adult students’ in its documents. 

You should apply for your student visa at least 6 – 8 weeks before your intended departure to the UK.  You can apply up to 3 months (90 days) before your intended departure, but not earlier.
 There are five  steps in the application process for a General Student Visa. 

1. Receive a Confirmation of Acceptance for Studies (CAS) Number from your study abroad university or program.
2. Complete an online application (VAF9 Points Based System Form) for entry clearance. 

3. Undergo a biometrics (fingerprinting) appointment. 

4. Complete the Appendix 8 (General) Student Self-Assessment.
5. Mail your complete visa application, to a British Consulate, including your passport   and other necessary documentation.     
You will need to complete these steps within a specified period of time and in an accurate way: if you don’t, you will have to start from scratch and pay the visa application fee again.  
STEP ONE:  ONLINE APPLICATION

To begin the visa application process, go to www.visa4uk.fco.gov.uk/ApplyNow.aspx.   Be sure to read all information on this page, mark that you have read the information, and then select “Continue.”  This online portion of the visa application will take about 20-30 minutes to complete.  

PLEASE NOTE:  You are choosing the option PBS Tier 4 Student and the type of application you are applying for is Tier 4 (General) Student.

The other form that you must complete is APPENDIX 8 General Student Assessment Form.  Please print it out to complete and mail in with all your visa application materials later on.  The form can also be found at the following link:  http://www.ukvisas.gov.uk/en/howtoapply/vafs/
The Tier 4 General Student Visa is a points based system that requires you to have 40 points in the following categories:  
Attributes: 30

English: 0
Maintenance: 10

 You will need to pay the application fee £145 (around US$219.00 as of March 2010) plus a shipping fee (US$12) using a Visa or Mastercard.

 

You will need to print a copy of your completed online entry clearance application.

You will be prompted to choose a password to access your documentation; remember this password by writing it down.

Before you start, you should note that the application asks you for your parents’ dates and places of birth, if you have travelled internationally before, and the approximate dates and reasons for travel.

 BIOMETRICS APPOINTMENT
When you attend your biometrics appointment, you will need to bring your passport and the printed copy of your Booking Confirmation. 

At your appointment, you will have your fingers and thumbs digitally scanned and a digital photograph of you will be taken.  At the conclusion of your appointment, your Booking Confirmation document will be stamped, signed and dated. The actual process should take five minutes or less. 

 VISA APPLICATION CHECKLIST:  After you receive your Stamped Biometrics Confirmation, you are ready to send in all the necessary materials to the British Consulate General specified on your visa application form. All documents must be ORIGINALS unless otherwise stated.  Please include the following materials in your packet:   
1) Valid Original Passport

2)  Original documents used to obtain your visa letter (i.e. Official Transcript)

3) Original Evidence of Funds (if using a parent/guardian as a source of funding, include letter from parent and a copy of your birth certificate) 

4) Copy of your Visa Application Form

5) Copy of your Appendix 8 Form

6) Two Passport Sized Photos

7) Your Stamped Biometrics Appointment Confirmation

	 
	
	 


